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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE firſt of theſe Diſcourſes was 


preached to a reſpetable meeting 


of Clergymen at a public viſitation held 


at Richmond in Yorkſhire, June 10th, 
1766. It was the general requeſt of that 
meeting, that it ſhould be publiſhed ; 
and the Author could not allow himſelf 
to diſſent from their opinion, that it 
might be uſeful. It is now reprinted 
from the firſt edition; for which if it 
be neceſſary to give a reaſon, that will 
eaſily be ſuggeſted by the peculiar com- 
plexion of the times. If it had been 
now firſt written, it would perhaps have 
appeared in a ſomewhat different dreſs. 
The two following were compoſed for, 
and preached to, a country congrega- 
tion; but being on a fimilar ſubject, 

may 
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may poſſibly be thought to ſtrengthen 
and illuſtrate the main argument of the 
firſt, The Author is the leſs diſpoſed 


to apologize for the publication of theſe, 


becauſe he thinks the queſtion, under- 
e ſtandeſt thou, what thou readeſt,” can 


never be unimportant with reſpe& to 


the ſcheme of everlaſting ſalvation ; and 
that it is at this time peculiarly ſeaſon- 
able. He has obſerved, with infinite 
ſurprize and concern, in ſome late wri- 
tings of men of high ſtations. and great 
abilities, what he cannot help thinking 
very glaring miſapplications of ſcriptu- 
ral expreſſions. He dares not ſuſpect 
theſe Gentlemen of inſincerity, as bely- 
ing their own convictions ; it is a miſe- 
rable cauſe, which ſuch arts are neceſ- 
fary to ſupport: Nevertheleſs it would 
do even them no harm to conſider their 
obligation to ſeek better information ; 
and it will infinitely import them te pro- 
vide ſome ſubſtantial anſwer to a ſimi- 


lar queſtion, which will ſometime be put 
5 to 


ii 


to them by an awful judge, at a ſolemn 


tribunal. It muſt be a favourable eſti- 
mation indeed, in which leizure, learn- 
ing, and capacity will amount to a paſ- 
ſable excuſe. It is the Author's earneſt 
wiſh, that pure, unadulterated Chriſtia- 
nity, as it was taught by Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles, may find an eſtabliſhment in 
at leaſt one kingdom of the world; he 
conſiders himſelf as bound by the moſt 
ſolemn engagements, which a man can 
enter into with God, to exert all ho- 
neſt endeavours to promote that glori- 
ous event; and he truſts, that ſome 
ſuch tendency will be found even in this 
publication. 
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Written Word, c. 
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Think not, that I came to ſend peace on 
earth; I came not to ſend peace, but a 
ſword. MATT. Chap. x, Verſe 34. 


0 all the prophecies of the New Te- 


ſtament, there is not one, which 
may be put in competition with this, in 
reſpect of univerſal and notorious comple- 
tion, Wherever the name of Chriſt has 
been named, and his goſpel preached, 
this evidence of his divine commiſſion 
hath more or leſs appeared in characters 
of blood ; has been proclaimed, not as 
the bleſſed tidings of everlaſting ſalvation 
ſeemed to require, with the voice of ex- 
ultation, but with the ſolemn ſounds of 
woe, and the groans of his expiring ſer- 
vants. The deareſt bonds of human 


B friend- 


E281 

friendſhips and connections have been 
broken; fathers have delivered their chil- 
dren to death, and children their fathers ; 
no act of barbarity can be imagined ſo 
ſhocking, no devaſtation ſo enormouſly 
complicated, which have not been per- 
petrated with greedineſs on the trueſt diſ- 
ciples of the meek and humble Jeſus. 

His goſpel breathed the pureſt ſpirit of 
benevolence: Its direct tendency was to 
unite mankind in the deareſt aſſociation; 
every member ſtands engaged, by the 
ſtrongeſt motives, to love, to pity, to ſuc- 
cour every other; and the bonds of chri- 
ſtian brotherhood, if any thing could be 
effectual to hold the human heart, appear 
to be indiſſoluble. The precept is ex- 
preſs, the ſanction moſt awful, and the 


certainty of execution even demonſtrative. 


The goſpel calls upon its votaries to con- 
ſider all mankind as children of the ſame 
family, as made of the ſame blood, as 
having a right to every affection, which 
the neareſt relation can inſpire. It is the 

mark 


L 3:1 


mark of the true Chriſtian, that he love 
his neighbour as himſelf; that he do good 
unto all men; that he revenge not himſelf ; 
that he forgive his enemies, and commu- 
nicate his good things even to the un- 
worthy, The reward of all this is im- 
mortality and glory, and the puniſhment 
of a failure the dreadful ſentence of ever- 
laſting death. 

That a religion ſo placid, ſo friendly to 
the ſocial intercourſe of mankind, ſhould 
have been converted into an occaſion of 
wars, treaſons, aſſaſſinations and maſſa- 
cres, may perhaps, at firſt fight, appear 
not 1ſo accountable, as it 1s true in fact. 
If we look into the records of the chri- 
ſtian revelation, we find nothing but love 
and peace, meekneſs, and the moſt paſ- 
five ſpirit of forbearance : If we look into 
the hiſtories of the world, ſince the com- 
mencement of chriſtianity, almoſt every 
page is filled with horrid deſcriptions of 
bloody ſcenes, and the worſt effects of fu- 
rious reſentment. 

That ſuch conſequences were to follow, 

2 could 
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| could be little ſuppoſable by the firſt 


preachers of chriſtianity. They conver- 
ſed familiarly with their maſter, and were 
intimately acquainted with his gentleneſs 
and humility. If they had, upon occa- 
fon, expreſſed any bitterneſs at his op- 
poſers, they had been reproved with fome 


ſeverity, their miſtaken notions rectified, 


and their hearts opened to the influences 
of love. Filled with the tranſporting idea 
of becoming inſtruments in the hand of 
providence, of making men the real friends 
of men, they could have little conception, 
that a religion, calculated on ſo gracious 
a plan, would be rejected with contempt; 
that in return for their meſſage of bene- 
volence, themſelves ſhould be treated with 
the moſt barbarous cruelty. Love, they 
could not be ignorant, generally excited 
love, and they would naturally expect to 
be received with open arms, with the rea- 
dieſt compliance. Such a miſtake might 
have been fatal to their cauſe, an invinci- 
ble diſcouragement in the proſecution of 

their 
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their miniſtry. It became neceſſary there- 
fore, for their maſter to give them timely 
warning, to make them thoroughly ſen- 
{ible, that their road laid not ſo ſmooth 
before them ; that the very purity of the 
goſpel would be found a main obſtacle a- 

gainſt the reception of it in the world. 
He knew the temper of -his own doc- 
trine, and the infirmity and corruption 
of the human heart. The former was 
calculated to remedy the latter: And 
hence aroſe a natural oppoſition between 
them. It was neceſſary to weed out evil 
habits of long continuance, that ſtood in 
the way, and prevented man's ſalvation 
it was equally neceſſary to infuſe new diſ- 
poſitions of a contrary tendency, This 
gave the alarm to all the unruly appetites, 
They roſe up in arms together ; and be- 
ing unable to reſiſt the ſpirit of truth and 
wiſdom, that ſpoke ſo powerfully in the 
goſpel, by fair argument and deduction, 
attempted to cruſh it at once by open vio- 
lence. Pride, ambition, avarice, and ſen- 
B 3 ſuality 


IV 


ſuality were all equally averſe to reforma- 


tion; and though from different motives, fal 
Joined heartily in what they thought an an 
irreſiſtible alliance. | tio 
The Jew was vain of his deſcent from ge; 
Abraham, and well ſatisfied with his ce- | 
remonial righteouſneſs. The Pagan re- it. 
joiced in the commodiouſneſs of his ſyſ- av: 
tem, which afforded him as great hopes, ho 
as he aſpired to; and at the ſame time if 
allowed a free indulgence to every impulſe anc 
of his paſſions. Where religion was mere the 
[| ceremony, it procured itſelf ſtrong attach- fer 
| ments from the indolence of its votaries; be 
i where it gave a free ſcope to the enjoy- ſel 
| ment of worldly emoluments and ſenſual pec 
pleaſures, it had ſtill ſtronger advocates tio! 
ö in the heart. Now chriſtianity wanted chi 
both theſe attractions : It expoſed the va- pre 
nity of external parade, and inſiſted on ſen 
i the utmoſt purity of conſcience, on an rat 
i abſolute ſubjection of the appetites to a i : 
ſevere rule of life and diſcipline. Its pro- N = wa 
feſſors were cut off from many emolu- Þ p ex| 
= ments 


nts 


> es 
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EE 
ments, and many pleaſures ; the road of 
ſalvation was contracted to a narrow path, 
and not to be travelled without much cau- 
tion, circumſpection, and laborious dili- 


8 | 
Hence aroſe the firſt prejudices againſt 


it. The Jewiſh Rabbi and Pagan Prieſt 


availed themſelves of theſe; they ſaw 
how nearly their intereſts were affected, 
if chriſtianity ſhould prevail. The pomp 
and luxury of life, which they had hi- 
therto enjoyed, and the reſpect and de- 
ference of their deluded votaries, would 
be utterly at an end. They applied them- 
ſelves, therefore, to the paſſions of their 
people; amd by mixing artful inſinua- 
tions, that their craft was in danger, that 
chriſtianity would deprive them of their 
profit, as well as pleaſure, fired their re- 
ſentment to the higheſt degree of deſpe- 
ration. 

Here the matter reſted not long. It 
was not ſufficient, that the Chriſtian was 
expoſed to the inſult and deriſion, to the 

B 4 reſent- 
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E 
reſentment and fury of an irntated popu- 
lace: It was ſounded in the ear of autho- 
rity, that ſomething was couched under 
this pretence, of dangerous conſequence 
to the ſtate. Monarchs were alarmed, 
and the harmleſs humble Chriſtian was 
dragged from his retirement, from his 
communications with God and his own 
heart, to miſerable execution. He, who 
was the ornament of the world, and the 
means of drawing down the bleſſings of 
providence upon his undeſerving fellow- 


creatures, was condemned as the wretch- 


ed author of deſtroying earthquakes, and 
all the dire calamities of nature ; and ex- 
pired by the ſentence of public law, as 


the vileſt of malefactors. As theſe execu- 
tions became general, the character of 


Chriſtian became odious ; and Emperors, 
who had not virtue enough to entitle 
them to the human name, whoſe hearts 
were worſe than brutal, truly diabolical, 
indulged their thirſt of blood and maſſa- 
cre upon the inoffenſive ſervants of Jeſus ; 

| becauſe 


thi 
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becauſe there they could indulge it with 
impunity: It gave no diſguſt to ſee a 
Chriſtian die, except when his death ap- 
proached not with all the circumſtances 
of lengthened cruelty. 

The true cauſe of theſe barbarous pro- 
ceedings lay, as we have ſeen, in the na- 
tural antipathy which was found between 
the pure and reforming principles of the 
Goſpel, and the obſtinacy of a corrupted, 
and diſſolute world, This cauſe, how- 
ever, was not to be avowed; and one, 
plauſible enough to captivate. the appro- 
bation of an unthinking multitude, was 
ſpeedily invented to ſupply its deficiencies. 
With what pretence, it was aſked, were 
theſe men wiſer, than their anceſtors ? 
The religion of different countries had 
been long eſtabliſhed ; the wiſdom of ma- 
ny generations had approved the original 
plan; and was it not intolerable arro- 
gance for private men, men perhaps of 
the toweſt education and weakeſt talents, 
to controvert the maxims of philoſophers 
to 


(i 


to decline a rule, which ſtateſmen, kings, 


and emperors had enacted with the fulleſt 
approbation? It might however have been 
replied, that the caſe was merely per- 
ſonal, that it had no connection with 
their obedience as ſubjects, nor could at 
all affect any relation of life, otherwiſe 
than by rendering them moſt amiable, 
and moſt perfect in diſcharging every 
any. | 
If there is any ſuch thing as religion 
m the world, it muſt be a firſt principle 
of it, that it finally promote ſome mate- 
rial happineſs of individuals. Take away 
this ſanction, and no other remains pow- 
erful enough to enforce obedience: What- 
ever elſe may come in aid, yet the great 
ftreſs muſt lie upon this alone: No perſon 
can be obliged to any obſervance, which 
has not ſome tendency to benefit himſelf. 
If others are to receive the whole reward, 
what reaſon can compel me to toil in ac- 
compliſhing the diſcipline? If human rea- 
ſon is capable of diſcovering any truth, it 

concludes 
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1 
concludes this with the fulleſt conviction. 
But it ſtops not here. If religion be a 
perſonal concern, affecting only individu- 
als in its conſequences, ſurely he, who 1s 
to receive the reward, or bear the puniſh- 
ment, is molt highly intereſted in judg- 
ing of the evidence, and of the doctrines. 


He can be convinced no farther than as 


he ſees the one, nor edified, but in pro- 
portion as he underſtands the other. To 
require him to act by another man's ideas 
is treating him as no moral agent, nor 
capable of account. If he is to follow 


blindly as he is led; for any knowledge 


he has himſelf, he may be treading the 
direct contrary road; and can it be ſup- 


poſed to avail him at the laſt, that he 


gave his hand to a blind guide? When 
he lies groveling and maimed in the pit, 
will it alleviate his puniſhment, or merit 


_ compaſſion, that he was too indolent to 


examine for himſelf, or too lukewarm to 

dread ſo probable a conſequence ? 
We need not, therefore, have recourſe 
to 


1 
to the goſpel to juſtify our condemnation 
of heathen perſecutors. They acted in 
expreſs contradiction to the firſt maxim 
of human reaſon; and having extinguiſh- 
ed their own light, murdered their fellow- 


creatures for not following their example. 


Thus are they inexcuſable an the plain 
evidence of common ſenſe. They might 
have ſeen, and they ought to have prac- 
tiſed truths ſo univerſally diſcoverable, 
and written by the pen of nature, on the 
heart of man : But their prejudices and 
partialities, and above all their attach- 
ments to ſenſual pleaſures and worldly in- 
tereſts; their backwardneſs to reform cor- 
rupt appetites, and that natural averſion, 
which the heart feels. againſt inſtruction, 
confounded. all their ideas, and repre- 
ſented chriſtianity under the odious co- 
lours of a dangerous impoſture. 

This ſcene, however, changed at laſt, 
Chriſtians obtained the power, and king- 
doms and empires aroſe under chriſtian 
governors. May we here look for a 

brighter 
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L491 
brighter proſpect? Had Chriſt now no 
enemies, when a large-part of the known 
world had received the goſpel, and allow- 
ed it the evidence of a divine revelation ? 
How were Chriſtians affected by this great 
change? Did Kings, in fact, become their 
nurſing fathers, and Qucens their nurſmg 
mothers ? Alas, the names of their perſe- 
cutors were Changed ; but the perſecution 
continued with equal bitterneſs, and equal 
obſtinacy. It was ſoon found, that ſome- 
thing more than a bare profeſſion, was 
neceſſary, to give the goſpel full effect; 
that the mildeſt and moſt benevolent re- 
ligion is nothing but a dead letter, if men 
are too indolent or too ſelfiſh to apply it ; 


to regulate their conduct by its maxims ; 


to imbibe its gentle ſpirit, to incorporate 
the habits it 1s calculated to infuſe, with 
the very ſubſtance of their minds. 

A great part of mankind had taken up 
chriſtianity on the ſame principles, as 
they had before admitted paganiſm : It 
had been the religion of their anceſtors, 
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[ 14 } 
and was now the religion of the times. 
The profeſſion of it was become faſhiona- 
ble, and the paſs-port to worldly emolu- 
ments. It was little underſtood, how ſlen- 
derly this religion is connected with the 
world. Whatever became of future proſ- 
pects, it ſeemed reaſonable to procure pre- 
ſent advantages. For this every paſlion 
of the heart exerted all its rhetoric ; am- 
bition, avarice, ſelf-conceit, the luſt and 
pride of life, claimed again to be heard; 
they ſpoke again with the force and vio- 
lence of a tempeſt, and the ſoft whiſpers 
and ill voice of the goſpel, which no- 
thing but a perfect calm can render aud: 
ble, were ſtifled in the tumult. That as 
far as poſſible, they might never be heard, 
artful or miſtaken men invented commo- 
dious interpretations of ſcripture ; ſpecu- 
lative opinions were drawn from the rot- 
ten ſyſtems of pagan philoſophy, and en- 
grafted on the pure and ſimple word of 
Jeſus Chriſt. Theſe were proclaimed and 
enforced as the eſſence of chriſtianity ; 


and 


d 


. 

and becauſe they flattered the indolence 
and ſelfiſhneſs of mankind, were received 
with greedineſs by the weak, the preju- 
diced, and the intereſted. The ſame paſ- 
ſions, which miniſtred occaſion to their 
riſe, ſtood up together in their defence. 
The multitude were held ſteady to the 
devotion of their leaders, and the goſpel- 
ſanctions, which had been ineffectual to 
purify their manners, were now urged 
with ſucceſs, and inſpired them with mad- 
neſs againſt their unoffending brethren. 
Perſecution grew quickly to gigantic ſize, 
and emboldened by the number of her a- 
bettors, doomed whole nations at a time 
to utter extirpation. 

If heathen perſecutors ſtood condemned | 
by the light of nature, what ſhall we ſay 
to the mercileſs Chriſtian, who triumphs 
in the agonies of an expiring brother ? 


Let us call upon him for his authority. 


If he is able to produce none, let us ven- 
ture to inform him of a few principles of 
that meek religion, which his barbarity 

diſhonours. 


and 


[ 16 ] 
diſhonours. Fudge not, that ye be not judg- 
ed; let the wheat and the tares grow toge- 
ther till the harveſt ; every man ſhall give 
an account for his deeds done in the fleſh ; to 


his own maſter he flandeth or falleth ; je. 


know not, what manner of ſpirit you are of, 
ſays the Lord of all chriſtian potentates, 
when his miniſters were for calling down 


fire to revenge an affront put upon their 
maſter ; vengeance is mine; I will repay, 


faith the Lord ; and may man invade a 
province, thus ſolemnly vindicated to the 
Almi Shty! ? Avenge not yourſelues, but ra- 


ther give place unto wrath; forgive your 


enemies; love them that hate and perſecute 
you; fland faſt in the liberty, with which 
Chrift hath made you free. Let us remind 
him of this memorable deciſion of his 
Lord; Be not ye called. Rabbi; Vor one is 
your EO even Chr ft ; and all ye are bre- 
thren : and call no man Father upon earth, 
for one 1s your F. ather, which is in heaven : 


neither be you called mafeers ; ; for on one 10 f your 


_ even Chriſt, 
In 
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In ſuch an audience it is needleſs to 
obſerve the peculiar emphaſis of the ori- 
ginal word here tranſlated maſter. No 
Chriſtian teacher can be ignorant, that it 
imports Leader, Guide, Director; and 
that the prohibition lies againſt the inter- 
poſition of human authority, and refers 
the judgment of every individual to the 
cognizance of Chriſt himſelf. Let us ſup- 
poſe therefore the great day of final ac- 
count to be arrived, and the perſecuted, 
and their perſecutors brought face to face 
before the righteous judge M all the earth. 
How ſhall the latter make their defence, 
when they are commanded to view the 
mangled bodies of their murdered bre- 
thren ? Shall they alledge their zeal and 
their ardour in God's cauſe? Shall not 
the gracious Judge, who has engaged to 
maintain the cauſe of his injured ſervants, 
point them to theſe expreſs declarations 
of his word ? Shall he not point them to 
the meekneſs and moderation of his own 
example, and convince them, by the ſe- 


(: verity 
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verity of bis ſentence, of the great folly 
of being wiſe above that, which was writ- 


ten ? While this awful ſcene 1s before our pe 
eyes, let us turn our thoughts to that op- ti 
i preſſive human power, foretold by the ſt 
j Apoſtle, and exerciſed now, and for ages fr 
ll over 10 large a majority of the chriſtian 1 
i world; where a temporal Hierarchy domi- m 
| neers over the conſciences of men; where lot 
if religious ſlavery is eſtabliſh2d by law; w] 
1 and where it is impoſſible to proſecute the tio 
| concerns of a future life, without giving pr. 
[ up every comfort, without incurring eve- pr 
| ry miſery of this. {ti; 
| This 1s the lamentable caſe of almoſt Wa 
| all our neighbouring nations, and that it it 
| is not ours, 1s owing firſt to the merciful be 
providence of a good God, and under | ou 
If him, to the noble ſpirit of ſome few of | JT fi 
| | our glorious Anceſtors. The flame of per- I at 
|| ſecution rode triumphantly through our 4 reg 
| | land, till it was in a great meaſure e- 4 me 
| tinguiſhed by the blood of our Cranmers, FF eve 
our Ridleys, and our Latimers. The evil ! wu 


however 


E * 
however was not totally aboliſhed till a- 
nother age: Some miſtakes in their con- 
duct, excuſable, indeed, in men of their 
times and their education, left the mon- 
ſter ſtill alive; the venom fermented a- 
freſh, and wrought much ſorrow to their 
neareſt ſucceſſors. Flames, it is true, were 
more ſeldom kindled, but ſome wretches 
= loſt their lives, and many innocent men, 
; i 3 what was equally valuable, their reputa- 
: i : tion, and every comfort of their lives. A 
; - proteſtant Clergy had not learned the firſt 
: Z principle of true proteſtantiſm, that chri- 


ſtianity 1s entirely perſonal, that its re- 
t | ward is in another world, and the trial of 
t 3 it at a future tribunal. Men would ſtill 
be called maſters, and took the judgment 
J | : out of the hands of their great Lord. The 
f Z ſting of perſecution was, however, drawn 
-- | 1 at length; but let it be ſpoken with deep 
rrregret, the Clergy in general were not the 
- ©} moſt forward to promote ſo deſirable an 
5, ö 7 event. We owe it chiefly to the mild 
i | 2 wildom of a great King, and the public 
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ſpirit of his patriot Miniſters : They reſ. 


cued the ſtate from civil ſlavery, and to 
render that bleſſing truly valuable, laid a 
foundation for religious liberty by the 
glorious act of Toleration. 


J have been, perhaps, too long in this 
detail: If I have been thought tedious, 
give me leave to urge my excuſe, It ap- 
peared of the utmoſt importance, that the 
gentle ſpirit of chriſtianity ſhould be ſeen 
in its true light; and that the motives on 
which perſecution began, and the max- 
ims on which it was defended, ſhould, at 
the ſame time, be exhibited in all their 
horrors. If there be any truth in the 
foregoing obſervations, will it not be the 
duty of a proteſtant Clergy to wipe off all 
unfavourable aſperſions, that may have 
been caſt on their profeſſion, and to 
which it cannot be denied, ſome occaſion 
has been miniſter'd ? In all times, and 
in all nations, the Clergy have been re- 
corded as no friends to religious liberty. 


They have written, they have diſputed, 
they 


* 


55 


they have contended; nay, they have 
ſometimes fought; they have irritated 
Kings and States to engage all the powers 
of their exalted ſtation in favour of ſpecu- 
lative opinions ; opinions, of which ſome 
can have little, and more no influence at 


all on the heart, and of which according- 


ly little or no account ſhall be taken at 
the final judgment. It has fortuned too, 
that theſe opinions were generally ſuch, 
as had temporal emoluments attached to 
them, and therefore tended to encreaſe 
ſuſpicion, None of us are ignorant, that 
this was too much the caſe in times not 
very diſtant in our own kingdom, and 
perhaps ſome of us can reckon anceſtors, 
who felt the bitter conſequences of this 
narrow ſpirit; and probably we ourſelves 
are ſtill affected by them. If we have fal- 
len on better times, and milder man- 
ners, we have reaſon to thank providence, 


which has delivered us from the fiery 


trial, and expects from us tempers and 


C3 affections 


affections ſuitable to its own gracious de- 


1 22 ] 


ſigns. 

The act of Toleration has wrought for 
us bleſſed effects: It curbed the turbu- 
lent fervor of the Zealot, and his peeviſh 
zeal languiſhed gradually ; the fire was 
ſmothered in the heart; and becauſe it 
was not allowed to blaze, caught not the 
ſucceeding generation. Different concep- 
tions of chriſtianity were entertained, be- 


| cauſe men began to learn it from the goſ- 
pel. It was impoſſible to ſtudy and to 


meditate on the words of the bleſſed [e- 
ſus, but they muſt inſpire kindred ſenti- 
ments; and the conſequence has been, 
that the more the goſpel was underſtood, 
the more the ſpirit of free enquiry was 


exerted, the more men's eyes were open- 


ed, and their hearts enlarged. A comfor- 
table proſpect to ſucceeding ages ! What 
good man wiſhes not to live, till he ſee 
all the canker of former prejudices abſo- 
lutely purged away; and hear every mi- 
niſter of the goſpel boaſting, that he has 

| no 
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no principles, 'but what are juſtified by 
the expreſs declarations of his Lord, and 
drawn immediately from the ſacred foun- 
tain of infallible truth ; that he has no 
dependence on the precarious determina- 
tions of frail men, and that hrs father and 
his maſter are in heaven ? 

The contemplation of ſuch a proſpect 
muſt be truly raviſhing to a generous 
mind : But, my brethren, bear with me, 


if I ſpeak freely. We have ſtill ſome rea- 


ſon for apprehenſion. Some part of the 


old leaven ſtill appears to remain and to 
work. Do we not ſtill hear men branded 
with odious names, becauſe they have o- 
beyed the ſummons of the goſpel, and 
called no man Father upon earth; becauſe 
they have read, and judged and deter- 
mined for themſelves, in compliance with 
the ſtrongeſt obligation, which can be 
impoſed, a peremptory command to re- 
ceive the rule of ſalvation from his mouth 
anly, who can teach it truly? The ap- 
pellations of Heretic and Schiſmatic, of 

C 4 Arian 
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Arian and Socinian, and many more of 


little meaning, but great malevolence, are 
not yet utterly laid aſide; and, though in 
this mild government, more fatal conſe- 


| quences cannot follow, yet are they ſome- 


times highly prejudicial to the deareſt 
temporal intereſts of mankind. If they 
mean any thing, they mean to exhibit 
thoſe, to whom they are applied, as the 
enemies of Chriſt, and the objects of his 
vengeance. But before we venture to 
render our brethren ſo hard a meaſure, 
let us pauſe for a moment's conſideration. 
Is not this actually precluding the judg- 
ment of our maſter, and conſtituting 
ourſelves judges, of what none but God 
can know, the ſecrets of the heart? Do we 
not ſtill run a greater riſk? May we not 
condemn, whom he has not condemned; 
may we not curſe, whom he hath blef 


ſed ? Let us ſuppoſe the imputation to be 


true; will any of the principles of theſe men 
exclude them from the kingdom? If not, 
how 


IT 


L 
how highly dangerous is our uncharita- 
ble judgment ? 

This matter may be brought to the 
fulleſt determination. Every ſpirit, ſays: 
St. John, that confeſſeth that Feſus Chriſt 
ig come in the fleſh, is of God ; and again, 
whoever ſhall confeſs, that Jeſus is the Jon 
of God, God dwelleth in him, and be in 
God. And again St. Paul, F thou ſhalt 
confeſs with thy mouth, that Jeſus is the 
Chriſt, and ſhalt believe in thine heart, that 


| God raiſed him from the Dead, thou ſhalt be 
Javed. What ſhall we ſay to theſe expreſs 


teſtimonies? Surely here 1s nothing, which 
may exclude any man, who has any faith 
in revelation at all. This is the ſingle 
point of mere faith, which the goſpel has 
made neceſſary; and if we will preſume to 
make additions, and caſt ſtumbling blocks 
in the way of ſalvation, do we not precehs 
another Goſpel, and aſpire to more know- 
ledge than Chriſt has condeſcended to im- 
part? Our own ſpeculations. let us keep 


to ourſelves; they may poſſibly mini- 
{ter 
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ſter to our comfort, and our ſpiritual 
improvement; but we may not impoſe 
them on the brethren. If that had been 
neceſſary, Chriſt, who knew the whole 
will of his Father, needed not our expla- 
nations to make it underſtood. 

Let us, my brethren, exert our whole 


endeavours to teach chriſtianity in the 


ſame purity and ſimplicity, with which 
Chriſt taught it. Let us convince our 


hearers, that we uſurp no dominion over 


their conſciences; that we are zealous, 
not for our own opinions or emoluments, 
but for their ſalvation, and the honour 
of our Redeemer. Let us inſtruct them, 
that unfruitful faith of any kind will a- 
vail nothing at all to ſecure their future 
welfare, and that the narrow path can be 
travelled with fucceſs, and the ſtrait gate 
opened by no means, but the ſtrict diſci- 


pline of the goſpel ; that mercy, benevo- 


lence, and mutual forbearance are the 


great badges of the chriſtian covenant, 
and 
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and that, whoſoever loveth his brother, God 
dabelleth in him, and he in God. x 

If Chriſtianity had always been preach- 
ed on this plan, no hatred, no malice, 
nor rancour of one Chriſtian to another, 
could ever have been found in the world ; 
and if we neglect the opportunity, which 
providence has in theſe times graciouſly 
afforded, if we negle& to cultivate and 
improve the amiable ſpirit of lenity and 
charity, which has already made no {mall 
progreſs in our land; let us reflect into 
what barbarity we may again degene- 
rate; that it is ſtill poſſible for the mi- 
ſeries of former times to return, that the 
Demon of perſecution may ſtill ſtart forth, 
and ſtalk at the head of armies, ſcatter- 
ing firebrands, tortures, and death. 

It is the firſt principle of the religion 
of Jeſus, and our reformers wiſely made 
it a main principle of the Engliſh eſta- 
bliſhment, that © Holy Scripture contain- 
* eth all things neceſſary for ſalvation : 
So that whatſover is not read therein, 
nor 


[ 28 ] 
“nor may be proved thereby, is not to 
© be required of any man, that it ſhould 
& he believed as an article of Faith, or be 
ce thought requiſite or neceſſary to ſalva- 
' Here, certainly, they ought to 
have ſtopped. But they went farther, 
and therefore made room for cavil and 
angry diſputation, which have fince ſo 
greatly whetted the ſpleen of aſlailants 
and defendants, and baniſhed all chri- 
ſtan meekneſs from their writings, and 
their actions. They acted however glo- 
riouſly for their times, and ſo far as they 
ſaw the Truth, valiantly jeopardied their 
lives in its defence. As we have more 
light, our obligation 1s the greater to re- 
move obſtructions, and to leave no la- 


ce tion. 


bour of love unattempted to compleat their 
work. | 


I am now ſpeaking from the ſincereſt 


conviction of my own mind ; and think 


alſo I have done myſelf juſtice by the 
cooleſt examination of the ſcriptures. If 


I am miſtaken, bear with me in the ſpirit 
of 


1 

of meekneſs: I aſk no more, than I am 
moſt ready to grant. If any man ſuſ- 
pects me of wanting reverence to ſuch 
excellent men, he does me great wrong. 
I reverence them, as the greateſt of my 
benefactors, and am moſt thankful to 
providence, that I was born in a King- 
dom, where their fortitude had laid open 
the fountain of life, and given every man 
free acceſs to the oracles of Truth. After 
all they were but men, and their expoſi- 
tions have no greater authority, than fal- 
lible underſtandings could impart. When 
theſe ſtand in competition with divine de- 


crees, no man can, no man dares doubt, 


that the latter ſolely are of moment. If 
they had been leſs liberal of their deciſi- 
ons, there 1s every reaſon to ſuppoſe, that 
fewer bickerings and animoſities would 
have followed: We might have hoped be- 
fore this time, not only to have ſeen the 
ſword ſheathed, but all acrimony of ſpi- 
rit, all intemperate zeal entirely laid afide; 
and the church ſettled into a ſtate of peace 

and 
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and mutual charity. For all the quarrels, 
which have mangled chriſtian unity, have 
aroſe from an aſſuming ſpirit of men, to 
impoſe their own ſenſe upon the reſt of 
their fellow- chriſtians. It was not won- 
derful however, that they ſaw not all 
things clearly. They were juſt awaked 
from the heavy ſleep of popiſh darkneſs, 
and the eye unhabituated to the light, 
admits it with caution and reſerve; 6 
therwiſe they muſt have ſeen, that other 
men were born with reaſon and unde- 
ſtanding, and had an equal right to ex 
mine, as themſelves: 'They muſt have 
ſeen the conſequence of their own maxim, 
that ſcripture alone was to be decifive 
© in matters of Faith ;” and they needed 
no information, that religion is entitled 
to no reward, but in proportion to the 
ſincerity of our aſſent from the conviction 


of our conſcience. 


Will it be ſaid, that this reaſoning 
will render ſubſcriptions unneceſſary, and 


leave Chriſtianity expoſed, by removing 
the 


2 


© 
the bulwarks of national eſtabliſhments ? 
I will not diſſemble my ſentiments. I 
believe I ſhall one day be accountable for 
what I now ſay, or leave unſaid; and 


ſure I am, I have no view but to ſerve 


the cauſe of our common Saviour and 
Redeemer. I can ſee no harm Chriſtia- 
nity would receive, if fewer ſubſcriptions 
were required, nor can underſtand, what 
ſecurity any human bond can give to it. 
Is it not founded on the adamantine rock 
of God's word, which no human force 
can undermine ; and from which the 
weapons of all aſſailants muſt ineffectual- 
ly recoil ? Are not all queſtions finally to 
be tried by the ſingle teſt of ſcripture ? 
And why ſhould men be ſent thither with 
minds loſt and bewildered in human ſpe- 
culations, or prejudiced againſt the truth 
by human authority? Was not the Al- 
mighty able to unfold his own mind, or 
does he need the feeble aid of finite abi- 
lities to direct his infinite and incompre- 
henſible wiſdom ? What right had our 
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anceſtors to preclude our improvementz 


and diſcoveries ; what right have we to 


preſcribe to our ſucceſſors? = © 

Science of all kinds is progreſſive; like : T 

che mümun mind, of wlll i is the cb 

ject, it ſhall never arrive at perfection up " 

on earth; never can it be ſaid, this is al 1 

man ſhall know. Chriſtianity has this 5 

in common with other ſciences; every . 

age adds ſomething to the diſcoveries of = 

the preceeding ; and the correction of hu. " 

A man errors will probably be found an = 

1 important exerciſe of the talents of man- n 

1 kind to the end of time. Hence it 15 ti, 

11 that though the avowed deſign of our A 

[! * public conſtitutions be to prevent “diver- 1 

I * ſities of opinions,” yet a conſiderable E 

10 part of them are admitted by very fen 1 13 

11 in the ſenſe of the original compilers; W = 

| | that almoſt every man has an interpre- : * 

1 tation of his own: Hence, the neceſlity ww 

| | of allowing this latitude, if we would not ö t 

| deprive the church of its ableſt and moſt I. 
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Let this teach us the neceſſity of mu- 
tual forbearance: It is of ſmall conſe- 
quence, by what particular names we are 
here called, if we be indeed the miniſters 
of Chriſt. He had no partial views in 
the publication of his Goſpel, and has 
taught us to love as brethren, all who re- 
ceive and practiſe it. All Chriſtians are 
members of the ſame family, all of one 
brotherhood, with Chriſt at their head: 
He diſtinguiſhes them not, as followers 
of Paul, of Apollos, of Cephas. Wherever 
the heart is truly warmed, and the affec- 
tions purified by the diſcipline of the goſ- 
pel, every man has an equal ſhare in his 
love. Let it be the glory of a Britiſh 
proteſtant Clergy to act on the ſame en- 
larged plan. Let their hearts dilate with 


benevolence, and their arms be open to 


receive every obedient ſervant of their 
maſter, into whatſoever ſe& the circum- 
ſtances of this world have thrown him. 
Let not our ſentiments be contracted by 
party-prejudices, We have a teſt to dif- 

D tinguiſh 
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tinguiſh the true follower of Chriſt ; if 
he cooperate ſincerely with us in diffuſing 
the benevolent temper of the goſpel ; if 
he regulate his actions by the ſeverity of 
goſpel morality, purity and temperance; 
if he believe, that Chriſt died, and roſe 
again, to reſcue ſinners from perdition ; 
if he expect Chriſt's ſecond coming to 
execute the ſanctions of his law; to ſuch 
an one let us freely hold forth the right 
hand of fellowſhip : If he is in ſome points 
miſtaken, or we ſuppoſe him to be mii 
taken, let us judge him charitably, know- 
ing, that Chriſt has mercy, and that he 
will beſtow it, where, perhaps, we have 
little conception. Be this the glory of 
every miniſter of Chriſt. Then ſhall we 
ſee Chriſtianity flouriſh, as it is in truth, 
in the fruits of love, righteouſneſs, and 
peace, and receive a foretaſte of that 


ſupereminent felicity, which the bleſſed 


{ſhall inherit, when they ſhall compoſe 


the brotherhood of the faithful and ſanc- 
tified in Heaven. 
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U nderſlandeſt thou, what thou readeſi ? 
AcTs, Chap. viii. Verſe 30. 


HEN we conſider, how ready a 

profeſſion is made by Chriſtians in 
general, and by each in particular, of 
their admitting the Divine Authority of 
the ſacred records, and the reality of the 
divine inſpiration, by which they were 
given; one would be tempted to believe, 
that, amongſt all that Infinity of Profeſ- 
ſors, a ſingle man could not be found, 
who had not ſtudied them with the clo- 
ſeſt application. One would hope to find 
the moſt familiar acquaintance, with the 
Doctrines of the bleſſed Jeſus, in every 
perſon, who calls himſelf by his ſacred 
name, who expects from him redemption 
from Sin, and from Death, the Wages, 
and Conſequence of Sin. It is moſt na- 
tural to ſuppoſe, that every claimant of 
theſe precious promiſes will aſſure him- 
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ſelf, whether they do not depend on cer- 
tain conditions; and if ſo, what thoſe 
important conditions are. Neglect in 
theſe points, to an unprejudiced mind, 
muſt appear inexcuſable; and if preciſion 
is attainable, he ſeems not unworthy of 
his fate, who miſcarries by the failure of 
his own diligence. 

If it ſhould appear, that God has at- 
forded plentiful means of information, 
that he has fully juſtified his own wi- 
dom and goodneſs. by the declaration of 
his whole counſel, that he has kept back 


nothing, neceſſary either to ſatisfy the en- 


quirer's mind, or to whet his induſtry in 
the application of his diſcoveries ; if this 
ſhould appear (as upon trial it certainly 
will) how aſtoniſhing muſt it, at the 
ſame time, appear, that there are, not a 
few individuals, not here and there 2 
thoughtleſs man; but, perhaps, a ma- 
jority of Chriſtians in profeſſion, who 
know no more of Chriſt, than the name; 
who look for redemption at his hands, 

without 


("7:1 
without knowing that he has appointed 
them a law to direct their actions, and a 
diſciptine, with which the wretched plea 
of wilful ignorance will ſurely not. move 


him to diſpenſe. 


When I ſay perhaps a majority, I mean 
not to exaggerate the fact. I ſhould be 
extremely ſorry to entertain, or to pro- 
pagate uncharitable ſentiments of my bre- 
thren ; and to be convinced of my miſ- 


take, would be matter of the trueſt ex- 


ultation, But, alas! a ſlight ſurvey of 
the world, and of the practiſes excerciſed 
in, and authoriſed by it, will effectually 
acquit me of raſh cenſure, For not to 
mention the poor deluded Papiſt, who 
truſts in his prieſt for abſolution, and 
has done enough, if he performs his ri- 
diculous penance ; who dares not open 
his bible to be inſtructed, that Chriſt 
calls upon him to read and underſtand 
for himſelf; that he ought to be no 
man's flave; but as the ſon of that Fa- 
ther, and the ſervant of that Maſter, who 
D 3 75 


' 
| 


2 


— gy IE ono OG CGE rn 


— — 


— . — — — p. EZ, 


— PSS = cory 


— + og 


[ 8 ] 


is in heaven, always to be ready to re- 
ceive his inſtructions and commands; 
not to mention, I ſay, the votaries of 
this cruel and ungodly ſuperſtition, which 
has ſpread an Egyptian darkneſs over ſo 
many kingdoms of the earth, we may 
have abundant conviction in our own 
country, how little hold the religion of 
Jeſus Chriſt has on the hearts of men. 
That there are among us ſome notori- 
ous inſtances of wickedneſs and folly, he, 
who will deny, muſt be ridiculouſly ig- 
norant. That theſe inſtances are neither 
few nor uncommon, the leaſt curious ob- 
ſerver will be convinced. For if the quet- 
tion ſhould be put to every man's own 
heart, and he were called to anſwer as in 
the preſence of God, would he not allow, 
that they are ſhockingly abundant? Are 
the Liar, the Slanderer, the Covetous, the 
Extortioner, the Oppreſſor, and the Mer- 
cileſs, rare characters ; or does any exer- 
eiſe of benevolence appear in theſe? Yet 


Chriſtianity has been called a religion of 


love 
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love and brotherly affection. Do not 
drunkenneſs, revelling and diſſipation, the 
profanation of God's tremendous name, 
almoſt continually wound our eyes and 
ears? Do the perpetrators of theſe deteſ- 
table enormities bluſh at the commiſſion 
of them; or meet with that diſcounte- 
nance and rebuke, which a religion of 
ſobriety and holineſs ought certainly to 
ſuggeſt? Let us take into the account 
that filthy talking, which is now ſo very 
common, and conſidered as the zeſt of 
converſation, which ſo naturally diſpoſes 
the mind to receive infection, and ac- 
counts for that overflowing of lewdneſs 
and uncleanneſs. Is this that purity, 
which we are told is the eflence of Chriſ- 
tianity, a religion eſtabliſhed on the moſt 
awful ſanctions, and which brings man 
to his anſwer for every idle word? | 
Let us, therefore, carefully conſider 
what we do; let us take the precepts of 
the goſpel along with us, and be certain, 
that we underſtand them. If theſe prac- 
D 4 tices 
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tices are blameleſs, if they are allowed 
and authorized by our religion, let us go 
on boldly, and without reſtraint; no- 
thing can harm us, to which the Creator 
of the univerſe gives his permiſſion and 
authority. But if the ſevereſt penalties 
are denounced on every one of them; if 
they will draw down upon us the ven- 
geance of a righteous God, and the for- 
feiture of everlaſting happineſs and glory; 
if they lead directly to the horrid regions 
of eternal death, let us ſtop our career 
for one moment, till we have well weigh- 
ed the conſequence. 

It is never too early to learn the will 
of our Almighty and all-righteous Ma- 


ſter; and that will can be learned only 


from the gracious revelation of it, which 
he laid open to all men, and which to 


us is ſtill open. If any man periſh there- 


fore, let him not blame God, who has 
given him directions, and called him ſo- 
lemnly to learn and underſtand them; 
let him not blame his ſpiritual guides 

| | and 
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and teachers, who, however remiſs they 
may be in their duty, till leave him the 
ſacred volume; where he may find the 
infallible guidance of his Saviour, and 
where the oracles of truth ſpeak the pay 
language of ſalvation. 

Whoſoever therefore periſheth, as his 
own executioner, is without excuſe : But 
moſt are they without excuſe, who, when 
they are called, hear not ; who ſtop their 
ears to the awful ſummons, and periſh 
wilfully and reſolutely ignorant, what 
that good and perfect will of the Lord is, 
To meditate on this moſt intereſting leſ- 


ſon, I invite you all; be not among the 


ſcoffers and deſpiſers; receive the legacy 
of your dying Redeemer ; take up his 
laws with grateful reverence, with earneſt 
deſires, and aſpirations for improvement; 
and in order to excite the moſt wakeful 
attention, let every man conceive, while 


he holds the goſpel in his hands, that he 


hears the voice of God, queſtioning him 
in the words of the Apoſtle, and de- 
| manding, 


[ 42 ] þ 
manding, Underſtandeſt thou, what thou Þ ad 
readeſt? 5 » _ 

This 1s indeed a queſtion, that every ris 
man might ſeem diſpoſed to put frequent- M7 «. 
ly to himſelf, who, while he reads the g0 
ſcriptures, conſiders himſelf as examining ge 
the will of his God and Creator. The 13 
inconceivable Majeſty, and the no leſ | 
inconceivable Goodneſs of the Lawgiver, WF #© 
have a powerful tendency to call forth all | : ru 


the faculties of the human underſtand- 1 UG mw 
ing; and to put it on its guard againſt | 


In. 
inadvertence and miſapprehenſion. No- it 
thing, we may be ſure, trifling and in- je 
ſignificant can proceed from the ſource of m 
all goodneſs and wiſdom ; nothing not W 
highly intereſting to our deareſt concerns, va 
from the fountain of ineffable benevo- V1 
lence ; but for man's ſake alone was the th 


law given, and his muſt be the whole 4 pa 
benefit of obedience. God, all- perfect in co 
himſelf, can receive no addition of hap- be 


pineſs, whether we will hear his voice, 0 ⁵⁶⁵5 ge 
whether we will forbear ; but man has th 
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nothing, but what lie receives from God, 
and the gracious giver certainly has a 
right to preſcribe the conditions of his 
favours; and we have aſſurance in his 
goodneſs, that the conditions will be as 
gentle, and as righteous, as the moſt gra- 
cious purpoſe can allow. 
When God iſſues his decree, that man 
ſhall regulate his conduct by a particular 
rule, and refers him to a written ſyſtem, 
where all the ordinances of his govern- 
ment are contained ; what an inſult 1s 
it to his glorious Majeſty, for man to re- 
ject his ſovereignty ; to defy the arm that 
made him, and /et at nought his counſels ? 
Will he hepe for impunity in ſuch aggra- 
vated rebellion ; and ſhall he not be con- 
vinced, that God's ordinance ſhall ſtand; 
that there 1s no alternative, but on man's 
part ſubmiſſion, or on God's exemplary 
correction? However refractory. man may 
be, God will execute the ſanctions of his 
government ; and from God's hand no- 
thing can deliver. His power is infinite, 
and 


„ 

and cannot be evaded; his juſtice im. 
mutable, and can ſuffer no infringement, 
Whoever preſumes that he ſhall be over. 
looked, let him conſider the boldneſs of 
ſuch preſumption. The eye and the arm 
of God ſhall find him, and bring him in 
to the general order ; as he has the com- 
pleateſt right to abſolute obedience, it is 
abſurd to ſuppoſe, that he will not vindi- 
cate it effectually; and it is better to be 
his voluntary ſubject, than the ſcourged 
victim of his anger. 

Thus would the obligation to receive, 
to ſtudy, and underſtand a divine reve- 
lation, be exceeding powerful, if we con- 
ſidered only God's uncontroulable ſo- 
vereignty and greatneſs; but when his 
milder attributes of love, goodneſs, and 
mercy, are taken into the account, how 
greatly is the obligation ſtrengthened ! 
How ſottiſh muſt the man appear, who 
neglects a revelation which proceeds from 
mercy, goodneſs, and love; which can 
have no end, but human happineſs, and 
- pPreſcribes 
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preſcribes nothing not tending to that 
gracious end? Let us ſuppoſe a man ever 
ſo unwilling to ſubmit to a ſovereign ru- 
ler; yet when it is known, that it is im- 
poſſible to withdraw himſelf; that he 
muſt conform, if not from a conviction 
of his duty, yet from hard neceſſity, 
which will not yield, will not common 
prudence teach ſuch a man the eligible 
part? But when it 1s known, that this 
Sovereign Ruler is a God of gentleneſs, 
tenderneſs, and everlaſting love towards 
all his creatures; that he impoſes nothing 
arbitrarily, merely as an exerciſe of au- 
thority ; but that all his laws are calcu- 
lated on the moſt benevolent plan ; and 
that the acceptance of, and obedience to 
them is the ſureſt, the only ſure means 
of human happineſs; what words ſhall 
we find to deſcribe that man's abſurdity, 
who refuſes to be happy, becauſe God 
commands him; who chuſes to take the 
road of miſery and deſtruction, becauſe 
God 
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God points out one, that leads to aſſured 
comfort and felicity ? 

Yet, my brethren, many there are, 
who are thus extravagantly abſurd ; ma- 
ny there are, who, with the book of God 
in their poſſeſſion, are walking in the 
ways of Satan; who will not read, or, 
if they do read, will not underſtand, 
what are thoſe pure and undefiled ways, 
which lead to life and ſalvation. It is in 
vain to deny the fact; if our eyes are 
open, we mult ſee them; cruel profecu- 
tors of their own revenge, fornicators, 
adulterers, hypocrites, who hide internal 
deformity beneath the deceitful cloak of 
a fair and ſmooth outſide, who have all 
equally ſtopped their ears to the voice of 
the Goſpel ; or what is far worſe, judged 
it unworthy of their regard, and delibe- 
rately ſlighted the authority of him, who 
enacted the prohibition. 

Let us charitably ſuppoſe, that there 
are none ſuch in this congregation. God 


grant the ſuppoſition may be true; but 
if 
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if there are, let them ſtand forth in the 
preſence of him, who knows all their 
actions, however ſecret, and all their 
thoughts, however buried in obſcurity. 
Suppoſe the God, in whoſe preſence they 
are, ſhould thus inſtantly call them to ac- 
count ; © have you read and meditated 
* on my law; have you endeavoured to 
* underſtand, and do all my good plea- 
* fure ?” Would they anſwer in the at- 
firmative? Let him then be ſuppoſed to 
interrogate them ſtill farther : © Where 
* found you 1t written, thou ſhalt avenge 
* thyſelf, thou ſhalt defile thyſelf with 
* harlots, thou ſhalt commit adultery, 
„thou ſhalt wear the maſk of hypo- 
* criſy ?” If to theſe interrogatories they 
could frame no other poſhble anſwer, ex- 
cept that indeed they had not been care- 
ful to underſtand God's commands, we 
may eaſily conceive, how little the anſwer 
would avail them, and the horrors that 
would ſhake them, when the affronted So- 
vereign ſhould proceed to condemnation. 


Happy 
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Happy would it be for us all, if we 
cultivated an habit of putting theſe inter- 
rogatories to ourſelves ; if we perpetually 
reflected, that God is noting all our miſ: 
deeds in his book ; and that we ſhall one 
day be examined, not in imagination, 
but in ſerious reality, before the vaſt a- 
ſembly of the quickened dead, and glor: 
ous angels, by the righteous Fudge of al 
the earth, on the ſubject of our confor- 
mity to his will ; that the ſentence ſhall 
be pronounced wih a ſtrict regard to ſuch 
conformity, and condemnation follow e- 
very perverſe warping of actions, words 
or thoughts. 

The tremendous ſolemnity of this laſ 
ſcene we ought continually to anticipate 
in contemplation, and it will ſapply thc 
ſtrongeſt incentive of our diligence to ur 
derſtand the law of life. It holds forth 
to us ſanctions, worthy of the infinitely 
juſt and gracious God, who enacted the 
law; with which he hath declared there 


{hall be no diſpenſation ; ſanctions, that 
| on 
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on one fide muſt fill the mind with rap- 
turous aſpirations, and, on the other, 
with the moſt agonizing terror. We here 
find, that the reward of the faithful, and 
the penalty of the diſobedient, ſhall not 
end with this tranſitory life. The latter 
ſhall ſuffer more than the ſullen gloom, 
which neceſſarily hangs over the mind 
of him, who fears the chaſtiſement of an 
offended Sovereign; and the former has 
other pleaſures 1a reverſion, than thoſe, 
which reſult from a conſciouſneſs of du- 
ty faithfully performed, from his aſſu- 
rance of living in the favour and protec- 
tion of a gracious God. A ſcene opens 
endleſs in proſpect, and filled with every 
thing capable of affecting the human 
heart, Life and immortality is on one 
ſide, ſucceſſive ages of glory and felicity ; 
on the other everlaſting death in puniſh- 
ments inconceivably ſevere. 

If theſe ſanctions will not rouſe man's 


attention to the law, and to the precept, 


ſurely nothing will. The heart, which 
F. endleſs 
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endleſs glory cannot warm, nor God's 
unlimited vengeance terrify, has loſt all 
feeling, and it will be in vain to preſs it 
farther, But ſurely, my brethren, this 
can be the caſe of very few; ſuch an 
exceeding degree of hardneſs muſt be 
very rare. Let us give no room to ſur- 
miſe, that any of us are ſo deſperately 
incorrigible. Let us from this moment 
be convinced of the great duty of under- 
ſtanding the glorious Goſpel, and ſteadr 
ly reſolved to diſcharge it effectually. Let 
its doctrines become familiar, not to our 
mouths only, but to our hearts; let the 
diſpoſitions theſe were intended to in- 
ſpire, ſtrike root in us, and bring forth 
all their fruits. This only is underſtand- 
ing with effect: To call ourſelves by the 
name of Chriſtians, without a proper 
ſenſe of our obligation, and relation to 
Chriſt; to intrude into the Chriſtian Bro- 
therhood, with the unpurified affections 


of Pagans and unbelievers ; to claim thc 


precious promiſes of the Goſpel under a 
; ſtupid 


1 

ſtupid ignorance of what is promiſed, or 
what required; to obſtruct and to pre- 
vent the progreſs of the pure chriſtian 
ſpirit, by an undiſciplined converſation ; 
to poiſon the manners of the thoughtleſs 
and the young, by a diſſolute example 
from rooted and unexamined prejudice 
to denounce hoſtility againſt the truth; 
this may be wicked and coward ſluggiſh- 
neſs, it may be foul hypocriſy, it may be 
Mmameful preſumption; but it is not that 
bleſſed work of faith, ariſing from aſſu- 
red conviction, which exhibits the Diſci- 
pline, the ſanctification, the ſource and 
everlaſting ſanctions of the goſpel to the 
eye of the triumphant believer. 

You ſee, what we ſhall loſe, if we un- 
derſtand not the excellency of our voca- 
tion; and ſurely, if we are men, we ſhall 
aſpire to ſtill higher elevation ; which, 
if we obtain not, we muſt fink to a level 
with a race of degenerated beings, whom 
God and nature point out to us, as ob- 
jects of abhorrence. 
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Underſtandeſi thou, what thou readeft ? 
AcTs, Chap. 8. Verie 36. 


OU are, I hope, not unconvinced of 

the obligation that is upon every 
profeſſor of the religion of Jeſus Chriſt, 
to aſſure himſelf with the utmoſt preci- 
ſion of the true import of the terms of 
the covenant of eternal life; that it is an 
obligation, which it is impoſſible to a- 
void, and which carries with it the moſt 
convincing evidence. The next enquiry 
will be, how this full aſſurance may be 
obtained; what means may be effectual, 
and what ſort of diligence will be exac- 
ted from us. 

And here we need not be long at a 
loſs; the means are at hand. When 
we put the queſtion to ourſelves, un- 
« qderſtandeſt thou, whats thou readeſt,” 
we need not reply with the good Eu- 
nuch, © how can I, except ſome one 


& ſhall 
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„ ſhall guide me?” In the ſtudy of the 


goſpel covenant, and the application of 


its terms, every fincere enquirer has the 


guide in his own honeſt and good heart, 
in his reverence for the holy ſpirit of 


God, which Hall be with us in the ſcrip- 


tures to the end of the world, and which 


ſhall ſtill be granted to every one, who. 


intreats the Father with due importunity. 
it would be wonderful indeed, it the fa- 
ther of wiſdom, who planted the human 
faculties, could not ſpeak intelligibly to 


the minds, which he formed, and more 


wonderful, if his ſpirit could not pre- 
vent every dangerous deviation. 

If all be right on our part, there 1s no 
fear of any material error ; and, for this 
reaſon, the religion of Jeſus Chriſt is a 
religion of individuals; for the due im- 
provement of which every man is ſingly 
anſwerable to his great maſter, and ſhall 


ſingly be brought to account according 
to his particular abilities, and opportu- 


nities. 
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When we are called to judgment for 
failures and deviations, 1t will be in vain 
alledged, that we followed this, or that 
name of authority; or attached ourſelves 
to the interpretation of this teacher, or 
the deciſions of that ſyſtem. The judge 
will reply, © It was plainly written in the 
* book of my commandments, call no man 
% father, call no man maſter upon earth, 
It was written, they ſhall be all taught of 
** God; and if through indolence, through 
* averſion to enquiry, if through an idle 
© perſuaſion, that God's infallible direc- 
tion was inſufficient, you preferred an 
** earthly maſter, you muſt abide by the 
conſequence. To your own maſter you 
were to fland, or fall, and you were 
accountable to no human tribunal for 
the impreſſions, which the faithful ſtu- 
dy of my laws might make upon your 
minds ; and if you had exerted your 
© beſt endeavours, you would have been 
* accepted according to what was given. 
But if you followed at a venture the 

firſt 
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&« firſt fanciful leader, that fell in your 
« way, this is inexcuſable raſhneſs ; and 
8 your leader falls, you muſt be con- 
<* tented to fall with him. If you dared 
not to believe me, that my father would 
* love him that ſhould keep my words, and 
© that we would come unto him, and make 
&* our abode in him; that the holy ſpirit 
* ſhould lead him into all truth; how 
* ſhameleſs is it now to claim thoſe bleſ- 
© ſings, which were - promiſed to thoſe 
© only, who ſhould have courage, for my 
* ſake, to forſake father and mother, wife 
% and children, nay, even to lay down 
* their lives for the teſtimony of the 
«© -eruch.” 

It is a melancholy conſideration, that 
Chriſtianity has never yet been generally 
regarded in its true light, as the private 
concern of every particular man; as an 
affair between God alone, and our own 
conſcier ces. Tunis miſtake has been an 
inconceivable obſtruction to the bleſſed 


conſequences, that muſt otherwiſe have 
E 4 | followed 
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followed from it. This chiefly has dam- 
med up the ſtreams of benevolence, and 
prevented its diffuſion from heart to heart, 
For while every man was conceited of the 
way of his party, and found himſelf ſup- 
ported by a multitude equally ſtiff, and 
conceited as himſelf; while each was 
warmly induſtrious to defend his ſyſtems 
and conſidered all arguments as conclu- 
five, which party had adopted; while diſ- 
tinguiſhing creeds were enforced by per- 
ſecution; while they were learned with 
avidity, and it was taken for granted, 
that the goſpel muſt ſpeak conformably 
to theſe ; while the caſe was thus, it was 
very natural that prejudices ſhould be 
confirmed ; that animoſities ſhould ſpring 
up, and derive great vexation upon ma- 
ny, who might, perhaps, have ſtrong rea- 
{ons for their ſeparation. 

No man would then take a weak bro- 
ther by the hand, nor, with the mild ſpi- 
rit of the goſpel, convince him of his 
miſtake ; or, if that was 1mpothble, bear 

with 
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B 
with him in love. The intereſt and ho- 
nour of the party became the leading 
motive; and the view being earthly, was 
beſt promoted by earthly means. Heat 
of temper, and want of charity, were 
the offspring of the degenerated zeal ; 
which, if it had been grounded on goſpel 
principles, and exerciſed with the true 
meekneſs and humility of Jeſus Chriſt, 
muſt have wrought the converſion of in- 
finite numbers, and brought them in 
ſafety to the general ſheepfold. 

This would have been acting in con- 
formity to the gracious purpoſes of God 
himſelf, who is ns reſpecter of perſons, and 
hath declared his acceptance of every man, 
who feareth him, and worketh righteouſ- 
neſs. If, therefore, we have diſcovered 
the great impediment, which hath hi- 
therto weakened the effects of the goſpel, 
or diverted them into a wrong channel, 
the remedy muſt he on the contrary fide; 
in conſidering the goſpel, as the leſſon of 
every particular man, which he 1s re- 


quired 


„„ 


quired to ſtudy for himſelf, and apply 


to the peculiarities of his own ſituation. 


This remedy is eaſy, and would be effec- 


tual, if men could be perſuaded to acquit 
themſelves with fidelity and vigour. For 
the chriſtian revelation was not given in 
vain; though certain appearances, even 
in proteſtant communities, are difficult 
to account for, if it may not be grant- 
ed, that ſome things utterly inſignificant, 
perhaps reliſhing ſtrongly of corruption, 
have uſurped the place and name of the 
moſt eſſential chriſtian graces, and by 
that means ſuperſeded them. 

The inefficacy of learning Chriſtianity 
by ſyſtems and formularies of man's de- 
vice, is ſtrikingly pictured in that ſhock- 
ing immorality and profligacy, which de- 
form the public manners. Human tra- 
ditions have at all times been deſtructive 
to revealed religion; by this means the 
Jews made the word of God of no effect, 
and our Saviour's rebuke holds forth an 


awful warning to all ſucceeding genera- 
tions, 
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tions, In vain do they worſhip me, teach- 
„ing for doctrimes the commandments of 
© men. Let us reverence the voice of 
the bleſſed Jeſus, ſpeaking in his father's 
name, and bring all our religious prac- 
tices and opinions to the teſt of God's 
* written word.” It is the ordinance of 
our own church, that we ſhould ſo try 
them; and if it be true, that Chriſtianity 
lies expiring in a deluge of wickedneſs 
and prophaneneſs, it is ſurely high time, 
that we ſhould have recourſe to the moſt 
effectual means of reviving it, that al- 
mighty word, which gave it life at firſt, 
If this be done with a diligence propor- 
tioned to our obligation, we may hope 
the happieſt conſequences, to ſee the prin- 
ciples of love, peace, gentleneſs, purity, 
and godlineſs planted in all hearts, and 
cultivated with a full conviction of their 
importance. The change could not fail 
of being ſpeedy and glorious, if the goſ- 
pel be in truth, what the Apoſtle calls it, 


1he power of God unto ſalvation, _ 
Let 


W 

Let us, my brethren, be ever ready 
to ſet the good example; let every man 
of us take the ſacred volume in his hands; 
let us ſtudy it with unabating attention, 
with a fixed reſolution to obey its precepts 
and doctrines, to be guided by them 
and them only. The call to us 1s autho- 
ritative, he that hath ears to hear, let him 
Hear, not the ſophiſticated interpretation 
of frail men, biaſſed, perhaps, by worldly 
reſpects, but the genuine voice of Chriſt 
himſelf: The condition of the neglectful 
hearer is emphatically expreſſed, ye there- 
fore hear not my word, becauſe you are not 
of God; and in the ſcriptures only are we 
ſure 'to find that word pure and uncor- 
rupted, 

In a caſe ſo important to our everlaſt- 
ing intereſts, emulation will be glorious. 
Let us excite it in one another. Let it 


be excited in us all by the earneſt ex- 


hortation of Moſes, when he calls forth 
the aſſiduity of the Jew for the perfect 


underſtanding of his law. Theſe words,” 


ſays 
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ſays he, ſhall be in thine heart ; thou 
* ſhalt teach them diligently unto thy chil- 
* dren, and ſhalt talk of them, when thou 
* ſitteft in thine houſe, and when thou walk- 
* eft by the way, when thou lieſt down, and 
« wwhen thou riſeſt up. Thou ſhalt bind them 
* for a fign upon thine hand, and they ſhall 
* be as frontlets between thine eyes; thou 
* ſhalt write them upon the poſts of thy 
* houſe, and upon thy gate.” Shall all this 
be done for the Jewiſh law? What was 
it? It was, indeed, good, and juſt, and 
holy. But yet what was it in compari- 
{on of the Goſpel? It was eſtabliſhed on 
temporal promiſes, and afforded no hope 
of a future life. It was, indeed, the 
Schoot-maſter to bring that nation unto 
Chriſt ; but yet it was, as St. Paul calls 


| it, a bondag c of beggarly elements and car- © 


nal ordinances, a burden not to be en- 
dured. And ſhall the Jew be thus care- 
ful to ſecure temporal ſucceſs, health, 
and length of days, by an anxious ſtudy 
of ſo ſlaviſh a law: And ſhall not the 
Chriſtian 


[ 62 J 
Chriſtian be equally careful of the perfect 


law of liberty; equally anxious about the 
gracious covenant that ſtipulates for him, 


not length of days in a miſerable world, 


but redemption from the power of death, 
and a glorious kingdom, that paſſeth not 
away ? 

It will not acquit you, that you hear 
the goſpel propounded and explained by 
your teachers. They may have muſta- 
ken, or prejudiced conceptions of it, and 
handle the word weakly or deceitfully : 
They are fallible men at beſt, and ame- 


nable to the written word; by which it is 


your duty to try their doctrines and their 
ſpirit. They ſhall bear their own fins, 
but they ſhall not bear yours too. God, 
in his righteous judgment, ſhall ſeparate 
what your better diligence might have 
rectified, and make you anſwerable, as 
unprofitable ſervants, for the talents he 
gave you to improve. The ſacred cha- 
rater they bear, and the relation they 


| ſtand in to the brotherhood of Chriſt, will 
| aggravate 


„ 

aggravate the guilt of their neglect; but 
will the ſeverity of their puniſhment af- 
ford you any conſolation, when you la- 
ment conſequences, which your own eyes 
ought to have ſeen, and your own cau- 
tion prevented? Be it your glory, as it 
will be your ſafety, that, if they ſhould 
unhappily act upon reaſons of *worldly 
wiſdom, of avarice, ambition, indolence, 
or ſuperſtition, you can walk by your 
own light, and travel in the road of ſal- 
vation, with aſſurance and alacrity ; if 
they ſhould be actuated by an abject fear 
of thoſe, who can only kill the body, that 
you fear him alone, whoſe diſpleaſure iſ- 
{ues in the deſtruction of the ſoul. 

What you learn by your own dili- 
gence, that is effectually yours; it will 
work a conviction never to be eraſed, and 
afford you effectual comfort and ſupport 
in all your difficulties and diſtreſſes; a 
compleat armour in the hour of tempta- 
tion, It will enable you to wreſtle victo- 
riouſly againſt principalities and powers, 
againſt 
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. 
againſt all ſpiritual and worldly wicked- 
neſs. The ſhield of faith, and the breaf.. 
plate of righteouſneſs, thus put on, will 


never fail; but at all times, and in all 
| caſes, render you ſuperior to every an- 


noyance. 

You will ſuppoſe, perhaps, that to gain 
this intimate acquaintance with the ſcrip- 
tures, will be an affair of much labour, 


and devour more of your time than you 


can conveniently ſpare. Let me, I be- 
ſeech you, aſk you one ſerious queſtion, 
What were you ſent for into this world, 


and what 1s your moſt material concern 


in it? All of you are ready to anſwer, to 
learn the will of our Creator, and to pro- 
cure an intereſt in him by our obedience, 
with reſpe& to a better life of eternal du- 
ration. This difficulty therefore 1s re- 
moved; your moſt important concern 
demands your firſt care. But the objec- 
tion is in itſelf highly frivolous. If you 
acquaint yourſelves with the true ſtate 


of the goſpel covenant, you will learn 
0 
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to be ſerious, grave, ſober, and orderly; 
and when the time, which is now ſwal- 
lowed up in the purſuit of vicious plea- 
ſures and idle extravagances, is reſtored 
to you, you will have enough to anſwer 
all the calls of religious enquiry. You 
will be at liberty to proſecute your ſeve- 
ral occupations with greater diligence, 
and you will find the ſweeteſt refreſh- 
ment in thoſe hours, which you appro- 
priate to the great buſineſs of your ever- 
laſting ſtate, 

It has been objected, that ſending men 
thus ſeverally to examine the ſcriptures 
for themſelves, will be ſetting up ſo ma- 
ny religions, as there are men. If it is 
ſo, how ſhall we help it? If God hath 
ſo commanded, who art thou, that re- 
plicft againſt God ? But in fact this ob- 
jection is a childiſh Bugbear, which crat- 
ty men have invented to frighten cow- 
ards: For it would be making ſo many 
good and real Chriſtians, as there are 
particular fincere enquirers ; it would be 


F ſetting 
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ſetting God's gracious counſels in the 
lovelieſt view, by erecting a kingdom 
of truth and righteouſneſs on earth; it 
would purify all hearts, and fill them 
with affections of gratitude towards God, 
and good will towards men. The light 
of revelation would then ſhine forth with 
glorious luſtre, if it could be thus made 
to enlig hten every man that cometh into 
the world, and receive a full diſplay, by 
a general exemplification of all chriſtian 
graces. | 

We need fear no diviſions nor difſen- 
tions; the bonds of peace and love would 
be drawn cloſe, and nothing would be able 
to diſſolve them; while each man would 
be reaching forward to the everlaſting 
prize, and fired with the animating emu- 
lation of making his own calling and elec- 
tion ſure. EH 

The fundamental points of Chriſtiani- 
ty are clearly revealed beyond a poſſibi- 
lity of miſtake, if we go to the contem- 
plation of them with minds properly dif- 


poſed and prepared. We have aſſurance, 
that 


8 
— 


„ 
that Chriſt taught the whole will of his 
father, that the whole counſel of God has 
been fully declared. The plain conſe- 
quence therefore is, that, if there are 


points, about which good and ſerious 


men difagree, either theſe points are of 
ſmall moment, or it was not intended, 
that all ſhould have explicit conceptions 
of them. For the whole counſel can ne- 
ver be revealed, if any thing univerſally 
material be left obſcure or uncertain. 
But be this as it may, ſurely nothing 
ought to hinder, why we ſhould not moſt 
eſpecially attend to what is confeſſedly 
written for all ; yea, written for the poor 
more particularly, in preference to others; 
for unlearned, and fimple men, whoſe 
minds are untrained to philoſophical diſ- 
quiſitions, and who could never be ſaved, 
if their ſalvation depended on the labo- 
rious deductions of abſtracted reaſoners. 
He, who feeds on the bread of life, can- 


not eat to his deſtruction, except he poi- 


ſon it with foreign mixtures. 
1 What- 


( 8 ] 
Whatever therefore might happen with 


reſpet to certain leſs material points, 
there would ſtill be one Faith, one Hope, 


once God and Father of all, and one Lord 


Feſus Chriſt; and the Chriſtian brother- 
hood would {till walk together in the 
ſame road of ſpiritual diſcipline, and 
knock at the ſame ſtrait gate for admut- 
tance into the kingdom of purified ſpi- 
rits: And if this be not Chriſtian unity, 
it is of infinitely more value, than all 


that Hypocritical conſent, which force 
and penalties, and human terrors have 


ever been, or ever will be, able to effect. 
If we be reminded of ſome wild opt 
nions, that ſtarted up in the times of 
the reformers, and brought much ſcan- 
dal on the reformation itſelf, the fact 
{hall be granted. This was a natural, 
though an unhappy effect of a glorious 
cauſe. Men, who had long groaned un- 
der the oppreſſion of an infernal Tyran- 
ny, became giddy in the greedy enjoy- 
ment of religious liberty. Blinded, per- 
8 ſecuted, 
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ſecuted, and led aſtray, as they had 
cruelly been, they purſued every glimpſe 
of light with an irreſiſtible ecſtacy; and 
having few ſtores of ſound knowledge 
of their own, and receiving none from 
their predeceſlors, it was not wonderful, 
that they ſometimes miſtook a meteor for 
the ſun; nay, not even that the very 
wiſeſt of them ſhould do ſo. The com- 
plexion of the preſent times however 1s 
widely different; enured to a ſtrong and 
ſteady light, and hardened by exerciſe, 


the mental eye cannot be greatly liable 


to be deluded by a vapour. If ſome ex- 
tra vagances ſhould break out, there is 
a combined force of learning and ra- 
tional acquirements to oppoſe them, ſuch 
as no age or nation ever ſaw before. But 
a5 an anſwer to this objection abſolute- 
ly deciſive, and to which no pothble 
reply can be made, let it be conſidered, 
that if the divine wiſdom is unable to 
conduct men in the track of ſober truth, 


human wiſdom is infinitely leſs able ; 
that, 


F003 


that, whatever God has made our duty, 
it belongs not to us to forebode conſe- 


quences, but to bow in confidential ſub- 


miſſion to his will. 

If the ſcriptures are not to be ſtudied 
and underſtood by particular Chriſtians, 
why are they not ſtill locked up in the 


darkneſs of a dead language? Or, if 


they are to be underſtood conſiſtently 
with any human interpretation, howſo- 
ever or by what authority ſoever eſta- 
bliſhed, are they not, in effect, {till lock- 
ed up with reſpect to particular Chri- 


ſtians? Would not this be taking away 


the key of knowledge? Or, while they 


are in your own hands, in a language 


intelligible to you all, if you will regu- 
late your conduct and opinions by hu— 


man maxims and interpretations, 15 not 


this throwing it away ; and deriving up- 
on yourſelves the guilt, which our Sa- 
viour charged on the Phariſees of old; 


which falls heavily on the proud rulers 


of the Popiſh Church, and muſt fall e- 


qually 


th 


TT.» 
qually on others, if any there are, who 
preſume to exerciſe the ſame lordſhip o- 
ver the heritage of God ? 

Every way therefore the obligation 1s 
upon you to read, to learn and under- 
ſtand for yourſelves. The more atten- 
tively you apply, the greater profit you 
will reap. Conſider the ſacred books, 
as the great Charter of immortal life, 
and you will want no motive to encou- 
rage you to the taſk. One requiſite you 
have heard you muſt bring with you, 
a mind perfectly unprejudiced, and de- 
tached from every thing that may warp 
it: You muſt be diſpoſed to receive the 
whole word in its fall force, without ma- 
king exceptions for any favourite prac- 
tice or opinion, without relaxation in the 
ſeverity of the diſcipline. Whatever God 
teaches, you muſt receive, and ſuffer it 
to mold and faſhion your affections to 
a perfect conformity with the ſpirit of 
rhe goſpel. 28 


If you come thus diſpoſed, you will 
find 


5 


forts ſpringing up within you. If you 
come thus diſpoſed, your evidence and 
your lights will grow daily ſtronger: For 
it is not written in vain, F any man will 
do his will, he ſhall know of the doctriue, 
whether it be of God. The precept' there- 


fore muſt be taken, as it lies, in its full 


latitude; that the world has made abate- 
ments and deviations, is nothing to you; 
the world 1s at enmity with God ; and if 
you could have been ſaved by the max- 
ims and opinions of the world, there 
could have been no occaſion for a divine 
revelation. | 

Scarch the ſcriptures, how is it written? 
how readeſi thou? is the uniform lan- 
guage of the ſacred writings. In thee 
you have the moſt expreſs commands for 
purity, ſanctification, and integrity: You 
have likewiſe the ſevereſt prohibitions of 
drunkenneſs, lying, ſwearing, adultery, 
hypocriſy, and worldly wiſdom ; of every 


kind and every appearance of evil: You 
| have 


find daily improvement, and daily com- 
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have the moſt emphatical denunciations, 


4 that they, who do Juch things, ſhall not in- 
"Ir herit the kingdom of God. If you know of 
3 any exceptions or limitations, let them be 
ay produced. The fact 1s, there are none, 
Ml which you can produce ; and he only 
5 can be ſafe, who receives and practiſes 

the truth as he finds it in the oracles 


of God. 
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